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attacked and murdered by the mob."1 Thi
Chancellors of the three Empires drew up a
Memorandum threatening forcible intervention
unless immediate steps were taken to put the
promised reforms into execution. Of the other
three Powers England alone refused her adhesion
to the Memorandum. Immediately after this the
Sultan Abdul Aziz was deposed and murdered in
prison. His successor Murad, after a three months'
reign, was also deposed and replaced by the present
Sultan, Abdul Hamid, a ruler in whom the anti-
human instincts of his race have embodied them-
selves with ideal perfection, unrelieved by any
trace of the Ottoman's dauntless physical courage.
During that summer events came to light which
opened the eyes of at least some Englishmen to the
real character of the Power with whose doings their
Government declined to interfere. In April the
insurrectionary movement had spread from Herze-
govina to Bulgaria. Here the Turks had a freer
hand, and they applied their traditional methods
of repression on a more comprehensive scale. Two
correspondents of the Daily News first made known
to Western Europe the story, since often repeated,
of massacre and torture inflicted by Turkish
irregular troops on Christian men, women, and
children. There may have been some exaggeration
about the first accounts. There generally is exag-
geration on these occasions. The Sepoy mutineers
did not commit all, or nearly all, the horrors ascribed
to them by English journalists at the time. But
we do not therefore reject as mythical the

* Fyifo, History of Modern Europe> vol. in., p. 479*